
One of a burgeoning empire of resorts, Coqui Coqui in Tulum, Mexico, marries 
the simple beauty of Mayan design with a European standard of luxury. 
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nicolas malleville’s inviting coqui coqui hotel, viewed from the beach in tulum, mexico. opposite:  

a rustic yet sophisticated bedroom suite. tadelakt walls and floors and billowing sheer curtains  

bring a cool aesthetic to the room, offsetting the warm thatched roof. above this are solar  

panels that supply enough energy to run the entire premises – not altogether surprising  

given the deliberate absence of air conditioning, power outlets and the internet. st
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left: travellers soak up the coastal 

caribbean rays on the beach in tulum, 

on mexico’s yucatÁn peninsula. above: 

coqui coqui’s simple aesthetic draws 

on mayan tradition and Malleville’s 

argentinian heritage. right: twin 

baths and an ornate chandelier make 

bathing an indulgent experience. 

below: nicolas malleville and 

francesca bonato. opposite:  

the outlook from the living area. 

An atmosphere that welcomes, inspires, delights and relaxes, from the

indolent hammocks in each room to the scent of perfume in the air 

in turns seductive, sophisticated and old-world with a European edge, Coqui Coqui 
resort and spa in Tulum, Mexico, marks a new phase in Argentinian entrepreneur Nicolas 
Malleville’s professional life – and the culmination of his love affair with Italian Francesca 
Bonato, now his wife, who he met in a chance encounter at a nearby beach. With the 
construction of Coqui Coqui already underway when they met, the pair soon became an 
item and are now joint proprietors of their “love project” – a boutique luxury resort which 
has since spawned a sister hotel in Valladolid, Mexico, where they live, and works-in-
progress Coqui Coqui Cordoba, in Argentina, and Coqui Coqui Grimaldi, in Italy. 

Coqui Coqui Tulum, on Mexico’s Yucatán Peninsula, is one of the smallest of their 
properties and totals just seven rooms behind its rustic stone facade. Staffed by Bonato and 
by Malleville’s sister, cousin and childhood nanny, the hotel has a correspondingly intimate, 
familial ambience, part of its charm and a sure-fire key to its success. It’s a credit to the 
former top model, who travelled the world with fashion houses Burberry, Gucci and Tod’s, 
that he has taken from his constant jetsetting a keen appreciation of good accommodation 
and the need for a luxury hotel to serve as a home away from home. Subsequent careers  
as a landscape architect and, now, simultaneously, a perfumier, have only enhanced 
Malleville’s talent for creating an atmosphere that welcomes, inspires, delights and relaxes, 
from the indolent hammocks in each room to the scent of perfume in the air. 

Malleville originally intended the property as a private retreat for himself and his family, 
after purchasing the stretch of beachside land for a mere US$170,000 in 2001. He was 
soon convinced to offer the home to paying guests, initially to cover maintenance costs, 
and finally to cater to the increasing interest in Coqui Coqui as a world-class luxury  
hotel, resort and spa. Today, he spends most of his time looking after his burgeoning 
empire; the birth of Malleville and Bonato’s son, Leon, in 2009, marks the start  
of another chapter in the couple’s lives and a symbolic conclusion to a period of  
immense inspiration. As a private residence, Coqui Coqui Tulum would have been 
extraordinary – as a hotel, its unique atmosphere can be shared.  VL 
For more information, visit http://coquicoquispa.com.
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